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A.  APPEAL INFORMATION         

 

Appeal No.:  CEO-2022-01 

  

Hearing Date: May 5, 2022 

 

Petitioner: William Schmegel and Ekaterina Potapova 

 

Address: 5011 Fox Street 

 

Subdivision: Daniels Park Addition, Lots 11 & 12, Block 19 

 

Neighborhood  

Association: North College Park Community Association   

  

Zoning: RSF-65 

 

Purpose of Request: Height variance to allow the installation  of a 6-foot-high 

fence along unimproved right-of-way considered to be a 

front yard. 

                                                                                                                                

Requirements:   a. Prince George’s County Zoning Ordinance, Table 27-

6603 (a) prohibits fences in a front yard that exceed a 

height of four (4) feet for residentially zoned lots. 

 

 b. City Fence Ordinance, Chapter 87, Section 23 C. 

prohibits the construction of fences more than 3-feet high 

in a front yard.  

 

Specific Requests: 1.   A 2-foot height variance from the Prince George’s 

County Zoning Ordinance Table 27-6603 (a). 

 

 2.  A 3-foot height variance from Chapter 87, Section 23, 

paragraph C of the City Code. 

   

Property Characteristics:        1. The property is a rectangular-shaped corner lot, 50-feet 

wide by 100-feet deep for a total lot size of 5,000 

square feet. 

 

City of College Park 

Department of Planning, Community & Economic Development 

Staff Report 



2 

 

2. The property has street frontage along Fox Street and 

50th Place, although, 50th Place has not been improved. 

 

3.   The property is improved with a 2-story, frame house 

built in 1934. 

 

4.   The house fronts Fox Street.  

 

Neighborhood  

Characteristics: 1.  The surrounding neighborhood is single-family 

residential. 

 

Other Information: 1.  The Applicants state that a 3-foot-high fence is not tall 

enough to adequately protect their property and create 

the feel of a private back yard. 

 

 2. The unimproved right-of-way creates the appearance of 

a back yard, private space. 

 

 3. The proposed 6-foot-high horizontal slat wooden fence 

with gaps will incorporate openness. 

 

 4.   There are no plans on the part of the City of College 

Park to pave the unimproved 50th Place. 

 

 

B. COLLEGE PARK CRITERIA FOR GRANTING A FENCE VARIANCE  

 

1. There is an extraordinary situation or condition that would support the request 

for a variance.  

 

The extraordinary situation is that 50th Place is an unimproved right-of-way where 

a 6-foot tall fence will not have a negative impact along an actual street.  

 

2. Denial of the variance will result in a peculiar and unusual practical difficulty 

to, or an exceptional or undue hardship to the owner. 

The strict application of the Zoning Ordinance will result in a practical difficulty 

for the Applicants by preventing them from enclosing their rear yard with a 6-foot 

tall fence on all sides. Having a 3-foot fence on one side only will impair the 

practical function and aesthetic of the rear year fence.   

 

3. Granting the variance will not impair the intent, purpose, or integrity of the  

Fence Ordinance. 

 

The proposed 6-foot high, wooden fence is compatible with the character of the 

neighborhood.  
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4. The variance is consistent with the design guidelines adopted for the Historic  

            District, if applicable. 

 

 The property is not in a locally designated Historic District. 

 

5. The fence for which a variance is requested incorporates openness and  

            visibility as much as is practical, provided however, that it shall not be 

            constructed of chain link unless this material is consistent with the  

            surrounding neighborhood. 

 

The proposed fence incorporates openness and visibility as much as is practical. 

 

 

C.    RECOMMENDATION         

 

Staff recommends approval of a 2-foot fence height variance from the County Zoning 

Ordinance and 3-foot fence height variance from the City Fence Ordinance to allow a 6-

foot-high fence along approximately 50 feet of the unimproved right-of-way of 50th Place. 

 

D. EXHIBITS___________________________________________________ 

1. Application  

2. Site Plan 

3. Photo of type of fence 

4. Property Information 

5. Location Map 

6. Zoning and Building Footprint Map 

7. Aerial Photograph 

8. Staff Photos  

 

 

















Exhibit 5. Location Map 

 



Exhibit 6. Zoning and Building Footprint Map 

 



Exhibit 7. Aerial Photograph 

 



                                                                                                                                                          

A:  Subject Property, 5011 Fox St.,  
with existing 3-foot front yard fence. 
 

                                                                                

Exhibit 8 a. 

B:  To the right of the house, existing fence 

C:   To the left of the house D.  To left of house, the 50th Street unimproved 

ROW 



                                                                                                                                                          

E:  Back of house, location of proposed fence 
 
 

                                                                                

Exhibit 8 b. 

F:  Looking at back of house from another angle 

G:   Looking down the 50th Street unimproved ROW.  


